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Jason M. Mount
Scott County Prosecutor

National, Regional and Local Media       
from a “Small Town” perspective.

 Strategies for obtaining                                                         
positive Regional coverage

 Strategies for focusing on                                                   
positive Local Coverage

A Matter of SCALE

National Media
Regional Media
Local Media
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A Matter of SCALE
 National Media

Regional Media
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Jefferson County, KY

Pop. 757,000

Clark County, IN

Pop. 110,000

Scott County, IN

Pop. 23,500

Floyd County, IN

Pop. 76,000
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Regional Media Won’t BITE
 DISTANCE

 30 miles from Louisville.

 VOLUME

 With a smaller population, 
fewer sensational things happen.

 INTEREST

 Over ½ the pop. in my market doesn’t live in my state.

 No one in the large counties even know where my 
county is.

 The smaller you are the more sensational the news must 
be in order to draw regional interest.

Luring Regional Media
Maintain an email list.

 Not only the news desks, but the 
REPORTERS THEMSELVES

 Send Press Releases selectively.

 Major Sentencings

 Particularly if there was interest at arrest

 Large positive Public Events

 New hires

 If one outlet asks for an interview, consider 
notifying them all.
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Regional Media
Notify Media a day or two in advance if 

possible.

Only notify them if you expect a POSITIVE 
result.

They will only come when you’ve caught the 
BIG ONE.

Local Media - Big Fish / Small Pond
• Identify your local outlets

• Local Newspapers

• Local Radio

• Community Access Channel

• Club & Organizational Newsletters / School Papers & Programs

• Public Outreach Messages / Organizational Support

• Kiwanis / Lions / Pilot Club / Rotary, etc.

• E-mail Lists

• Chamber of Commerce

• Organizational Lists (LCC, 

• Law Enforcement/School Employee Lists

• Social Media / Facebook Groups

• Local news is interested in YOU

• Always looking for CONTENT and GOOD NEWS
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Create POSITIVE News (Fish Tales?)
 Sentencings / Case Outcomes

 Newspaper and Radio

 Plan Special Events

 Advertise in School Media Guides

 Recognize Individuals
 School Attendance

 Officer Awards

 Good Samaritan Awards

 Announce Good Statistics

 Announce New Hires / New Services / Policy Changes

 Staff Seminar & Conference Attendance

 Grant Awards
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Plan for Outreach-Throw a WIDE NET
 February - Marijuana Awareness Month
 April - Child Abuse Awareness, Sexual Assault Awareness, 

Alcohol Awareness, & Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month, and Crime Victim Awareness Week

 May – National Military Appreciation & Water Safety 
Month

 June - National Safety Month & World Elder Abuse Day
 August - National Child Support Awareness Month
 September – National Recovery Month
 October - Domestic Violence Awareness Month
 December - Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention 

Month
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Bit.ly/GNC0614

bit.ly/GNC0614
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Put your Children to Good Use!



9/30/2016

11

Scott County Prosecutor

1 E. McClain Avenue

Scottsburg, IN  47170

(812) 752-8466
jason.mount@scottcounty.in.gov

Twitter: @Jason_Mount


